Friends and flatterers

 Answer the following questions

1.Name the poem and the poet.

     The poem is ‘Friends and Flatterers.’and the poet is William Shakespeare.

2.   Why shouldn’t we trust a flattering friend like a real friend?

We should not trust a flattering friend because they always leave us in our misery.These friends are only for good times.

3.   Why are words compared to wind?

Words are compared to wind as flattering friends use them quickly and easily.Their words  are   meaningless and directionless   just like the wind.

4.   .What do you mean by ‘a friend in misery?’

A friend in misery is a real friend who will be with us in our good and bad times alike.

  5.   Name the poetic device in line-3.

 Simile.

 6. When do we find ourselves surrounded by friends?

We find ourselves surrounded by friends when we have wealth and money to spend for them.

7.   When do flattering friends abandon us?

Flattering friends abandon us when we have less money to spend on them.

8What happens to your flatterers when your luck turns bad?

When luck turns bad, our flatterers will bid farewell to us. They will not stay with us any more.

9.   What does the frown of fortune indicate?

Frown of fortune means bad luck.

10.   What does farewell his great renown mean?

It means losing all fame due to bad fortune. Fame here signifies being famous for spending money lavishly.

.11.  Why do they fawn on him before?

They fawn on him before because earlier he had sufficient money to spend on them.

Answer the following questions

1.

In  the  III stanza,the poet says, ‘Pity but he were a king,’ if a person is a  king, why is he to be pitied ?

If a person is a king, , he is to be pitied because he oes not realise that he is not a king in real sense .but he is being addressed so by the flatterers for their selfish motives as he has surplus money to

spend on them. The moment he loses money ,they will also leave his company and disappear.

2. 

mention the difference between the sincere appreciation of a faithful friend and the artificial flattery of a flattering foe.

 A true friend is like a diamond. It is not easy to find a true friend because in this world we come across many people who pretend to be nice to us .By flattering us , they  remain our friend till we have money and leave us as soon as our wealth are over. But a true friend is like a shadow of our own. He will be always with us through our thick and thin. He will be happy when we are happy and depressed when we are sad. He will share the pain but never flatter us. He will tell our mistake in a fearless but decent manner. He will always be with us in our times of need. 

