
.“HopeistheThingwithFeathers”byEmilyDickinson

Whatdoesthepoetdescribeasthethingwithfeathers?

a.Soul

b.life

c.Song

d.Hope

Answer:d.hope

2.Thepoetusesthewords“gale”and“storm”asmetaphors.Whatmightthesewordsrepresent?

a.Hardorpainfultimes

b.pleasanttimes

c.Timesofbadweather

d.Timesofsuccessandgrowth

Answer:a.Hardorpainfultimes.

3.Whatdoesthewordgalemeaninline5?

a.Abird

b.Averystrongwind

c.Sunshine

d.Feeling

Answer:b.Averystrongwind.

4.Hopeisimportantandhelpfulinthetimesofsorrow,pain,anddifficulty.

Whichlinesfromthepoembestsupportsthisstatement?

a.Lines5-8

b.Lines11-12

c.Lines1-2

d.Lines3-4



Answer:a.Lines5-8.

5.Thepoetsaysthathope“singsthetunewithoutthewords.”Whymightthepoethavewrittenthat

thetunehasnowords?

a.Toindicatethatpeoplewhoarealwayshopefularealsooftenforgetful.

b.Toemphasizethathopedoesnotneedtoputbeintowordstobefelt.

c.Tosuggestthatpeopleareusuallyunabletounderstandthefeelingofhope.

d.Topointoutthatitisverydifficultforpeopletoexpresswhethertheyfeelhopefulornot.

Answer:b.Toemphasizethathopedoesnotneedtobeputintowordstobefelt.

6.Thetoneofstanzaoneis:

a.hopeful

b.Sorrowful

c.Sad

d.Aloof

Answer:a.hopeful

7.Whatisthethemeofthispoem?

a.Peopleneedtoworkhardinordertomaintainhopeatalltimes.

b.Hopecansurvivethrougheventhetoughesttimes.

c.Hopeisabletokeeppeoplewarmeveninthecoldest,stormiestlands.

d.Withouthope,peoplewouldbemoresensibleandrealistic.

Answer:b.Hopecansurvivethrougheventhetoughesttimes.

Readtheselinesfromthepoem:

Andsoremustbethestorm

Thatcouldabashthelittlebird

Thatkeptsomanywarm.



Whatdoestheword“abash”mostnearlymean,basedontheselines?

a.Toconfuse

b.Tosupport

c.Topraise

d.Tosilence

Answer:d.Tosilence

9.Readtheselinesfromthepoem:

Andsoremustbethestorm

Thatcouldabashthelittlebird

Thatkeptsomanywarm.

I’vehearditinthechillestland,

Andonthestrangestsea;

Yet,never,inextremity,

Itaskedacrumbofme.

10Whatdoes“it”refertointhelastline?

a.Thelittlebird

b.Thestorm

c.Thechillestland

d.Thestrangestsea

Answer:a.Thelittlebird

11Whatishopecomparedto?

Hopeiscomparedtoabird.Likeabirdthatsingsfromitsnestorfromthebranchofatree,hopesitsin

one’smindandsingsawordlesssong.

Whyishope-bird’ssongendless?



Hopeisendless.Aftereveryinstanceoffailure,werisefromourownasheswitharenewedhope.Itis

hopethatinspiresandstrengthenstofightwithobstaclesinlife.

12Whatdoyouunderstandbythehope-bird’ssongbeingwordless?

Likeawordlesssong,hopehasnodefinition,noshape,noexactplaces,andnochancesofmeetingor

touching.Noonecansaywhenhecanwinbuthehopestowin;noonecansayhowlongheshould

strugglesyetshedoesn’tstopstruggling.Likeawordlesssong,hopevaguebutexists.

Thepoethadheardthesongofthehope-birdwhileshewasgoingthroughhertroublesomedays.

13Whendoeshopecometoone’shelp?

Hopecomestoone’shelpwhenoneisdeprivedofallhopeforthefuture.

14Hopegivesbutneverdemands.Howdoesthepoetexplainthat?

Hopegivesusstrengthtofightratherthangiveup.Althoughitservesus,itneverexpectsustorepayit.

Itonlygives,nevertakesanythingfromusotherthanourdisappointments.


